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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 0409 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR AG FR SS 

SUBJECT: SAHARA: FIVE MISSING FRENCH YOUTHS 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND AFP ALGIERS REPORTED OVER WEEKEND THAT 
IT HAD BEEN OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED IN ALGIERS THAT THE FIVE 
FRENCH YOUTHS WHO DISAPPEARED IN SAHARA IN JANUARY ARE 
DEAD. ALGERIAN PRESS SERVICE REPORTED FEB 16 DENIAL IN 
PARIS BY POLISARIO SPOKESMAN HAKIM ADEL OF ANY POLISARIO 
KNOWELDGE OF FATE OF FIVE YOUTHS. ADEL POINTED OUT 
THAT AREA IN WHICH YOUTHS SAID TO HAVE DISAPPEARED WAS 
UNDER TOTAL CONTROL OF MOROCCAN ARMY AND THAT MOROCCANS 
WERE THEREFORE RESPONSIBLE FOR INCIDENT. 

2. FOREIGN NEWSMAN HERE CHECKED AFP STORY WITH GOA 
SOURCE. SOURCE DENIED CATEGORICALLY THAT "OFFICIAL" 
CONFIRMATION CITED IN AFP STORY HAD COME FROM ALGERIAN 
GOVERNMENT. GOA TAKES POSITION. ACCORDING TO NEWSMAN S 
SOURCE, THAT SINCE INCIDENT OCCURRED IN SAHARA. IT WAS 
NOT GOA'S AFFAIR AND THAT THEREFORE GOA WOULD SAY 
NOTHING EVEN IF IT KNEW WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO YOUTHS. 
NEWMAN'S SOURCE ADDED THAT GOA IN FACT KNEW NOTHING 
ABOUT YOUTHS' FATE OR WHEREABOUTS BUT ASKED NEWSMAN NOT TO 
REPORT THIS.PARKER 
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